
January 1, 2022

Dear Mansfield Township School District Staff and Parents/Guardians,

The past few weeks have seen New Jersey experience rising cases of COVID-19 and the
Omicron variant. As we prepare to return to school following Winter Break, I’d like to
provide an update to ensure everyone understands how our school district is responding to
this latest COVID-19 challenge. At this time, we still anticipate opening our schools for
in-person learning on Monday, January 3, 2022. We continue to monitor the number of
cases we are experiencing in our Mansfield Township School District, and within the
Northern Burlington region, and will use this data to guide all decisions.

Our goal remains to keep our school open for in-person learning (with remote instruction
available for students who test positive or are identified as close contacts); however, the
impact of the Omicron variant on staff and the associated ability to operate the building
safely and appropriately is a fluid situation and we will need to be prepared to respond to
staffing issues accordingly. This may mean remote instruction at certain grade levels,
certain homerooms, or at the whole school level. It is important to note that the NJ
Department of Education recently sent out guidance for school districts in respect to
COVID-related closures. This guidance states that districts must consult their local health
department to determine if a closure is necessary due to COVID-19 outbreaks. “Prior to
closing any school building(s) due to COVID-19, LEAs must first consult with the local health
department (LHD) to determine if building closure is the most appropriate response to the
circumstances in a given school building. These determinations should be made on a
building-by-building basis, depending upon the impact of COVID-19 in each building.”



Our first priority is the safety and well-being of all our students and staff. As we prepare
for our return, please be reminded that carefully screening before coming to school is key to
keeping our school environment healthy. We ask for your assistance in the following ways
so that we have the best possible chance of staying in school:

1. All students, staff, and visitors to our school must have a well fitted mask. Due
to Omicron, health experts are recommending KN95 or KF94 type masks that
securely cover the nose, mouth and chin. While not currently required, please
consider that recommendation.
2. Please be sure to screen daily. If you, your child, or anyone in your home has
symptoms, consult the school nurse before coming to school. In many cases, a
test will be an important piece of information.  Please take no symptoms lightly.
3. If you/your child were exposed to someone who is positive, consult the school
nurse to determine the required course of action.

Your continued patience, understanding, and cooperation is greatly appreciated.

Stay healthy and well!

Tiffany J. Moutis, Superintendent


